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UPDATE REPORT 
 
BY THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES   
READING BOROUGH COUNCIL                                                          ITEM NO. 10 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE: 30 May 2018 
 
 
Ward:  Battle 
Application No.: 172192/PNN 
Address: Reading West Station Footbridge, Oxford Road, Reading. 
 
Proposal: Prior Approval under Part 18 Class A to Schedule 2 of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (the GPDO) for 
reconstruction of the footbridge to provide the necessary clearance for the OLE which is to 
run underneath the structure. 
 
Applicant: Network Rail  
Date Valid: 7 December 2017 
Application target decision date: 1 February 2018 (agreed extension of time) 
26 week date: 7 June 2018 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
As per the main agenda 
 
 
1. Additional Representations  
 
An objection was received after publication of the main agenda, from the new occupiers 
of 13A Brunswick Hill (on 24 May 2018), as follows: 
 
“We are writing in concern of the Planning Application 172192: Network Rail plan to build 
a new footbridge at Reading West Station. I formally object to this project based on the 
negative impact it will have on my property and other closer properties around the area.  
 
We have always supported any work done in the areas where we have lived in order to 
achieve a better environment for the neighborhood and despite the work done for 
electrification has been noisy and disturbing, we haven't opposed to it at all because we 
understand its importance. But this case is different. As we said to Network Rail workers, 
who approached to our house on May 23rd, we bought this house knowing this plan may 
be executed but always hoping it wasn't going to be approved due to the negative impact 
it would have in our lives. 
 
That day, we not only express to Network Rail workers that we are against the project to 
be approved, but also we told and showed them the impact it is having at this stage 
(where they have already begun the work without the formal approval), not only 
affecting our privacy but also putting ourselves at a risk since there is all kind of people 
now having access to our house and lives. 
 
We think Network Rail has other options where to build the new bridge, and are just 
looking for a short-term solution and convenient decision to be able to build the new 
bridge while the old one is still able to be used. However, they are not taking into 
consideration the long-term negative impact (that would be lifetime) they will do on our 
property with a decision like this.  
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We really believe there might be other temporary solutions to this issue and even 
without the current bridge, there is a new access being build which will make that both 
platforms of Reading West Station have access from the two main roads (Oxford and 
Tilehurst Road), as a temporary solution. This is a measure many big companies normally 
take in similar situations in order to get the job done without damaging others lives and 
we don't believe it would affect the users.” 
 
 
2. Letter from Applicant 17 May 2018 
The letter at Appendix 3 of the main report has a page missing in error. The full letter is 
appended to this Update. 
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